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I F COURAGE consists of offering evidence in the 
full knowledge that it may put one out of favor 
with authority and, in eonsequence t out of pocket, 
then CBS Reports showed its mettle last night. 

For its season premiere (in a new and, one hopes, hap¬ 
pier time spot) Fred Friendly's documentary unit chose to 
examine the problem of smoking and 
cancer. 

With cigaret jingles brightening 
the station breaks, with the deep-down 
satisfying smoke underwriting many a 
program, this CBS Report could not 
possibly have pleased the vice president 
in charge of sales, nor the men whose 
task it is to sell time. 

But the program’s only pussy-foot¬ 
ing was the narrowing of focus to "The 
Teen-Age Smoker." To see the problem 
clearly and see it whole would require 
a survey of smoking and health'through 
all the ages of man. What harms the 
teen-ager obviously must harm the housewife and the play. 
^pushing 50. 

Still, the indictment of tobacco was firm and frighten^ 
ing. And the concessions to the doubters—such as the Sen-i 
ator from Kentucky—left no doubt that such men were grind-jj 
ing highly personal axes in their defense of the filthy weed.g 
In the conversations with teen agers, a viewer with a lon^ 

I memory for documentaries heard disturbing echoes of a I 
dozen other studies on the self destroying ways of the young 
I refer specifically to the many documentaries on drug 
-addiction. 

Here was the inevitable young girl saying; "It makes 
you feel good . . . it makes you more at ease with strangers." 

And the boy eager for acceptance; "I started smoking 
* . . because I wanted to hang around with the gang." 

And if' you substitute “fix" for “orag." hew drearily 
\f 3 m.iiar thi:; sentence (from the same youth): "As soon as 
you take that drag—I don’t know—it just relieves all the 
pressure in you." 

"Half a million dollars U spent each day” said narrator 
harry Reasoner, "a good part of It on television, to convince 
people that smoking is an enjoyable, pleasurable experience, 
which it. is. 

"Almost nothing Is spent to inform them of the mount¬ 
ing statistical evidence showing elgarct smoking as a Hnk 
with lung cancer arid other diseases.” 

In view of this evidence, the question naturally rises: 
Why do so many people continue to smoke? 

Dr. Ernest Dichter, an expert In motivation research and 
a consultant to several tobacco companies, gave a long, windy 
speech in answer to this question* 


In consequence of this nuki neurosis.: It is claimed, 39.000 
Americans will die nf lung rancor rhi« year. Dr. E. Cuyler 
Hammond, rtiivctor of statistical reseatrh for the American 
Canon- Society, evaluated some recent findings for producer 
Steve Flcisrhman. 

A study extended over many years demonstrated that 
the lung cancer rate was 10 times as high in cigaret smokers 
.as in non-smokers, Hammond said, and "many, many times 
as high in heavy cigaret smokers.” 

But more important was the discovery that the total 
death rate from all causes, but particularly heart disease, 
was higher in smokers than in non-smokers. 

Having reached this depressing point in the script we 
were more than ready for Lady Nicotine’s friends to speak 
up. One of them. Sen. Thruston B. Morton, of Kentucky said 
the trend in filter-tips had compelled manufacturers to use 
a stronger;, harsher toHana He also said that It was noli 
tobacco. Init rasirr hsp of to barm that caused I lie dam 
age. Similarly, lie believes, excessive sugar causes obesir 
and lienee heart attacks. 

In England, surgeons, pathologists and the government 
have campaigned strenuously against tobacco. The British 
physicians who appeared last night were- most impressive 
To answer them. CBS had Dr. Harry S. N. Greene, professor 
of pathology at Vale Medical School. He named polluted air 
and hereditary predisposition as cancer causing factors. He 
also gave the back of his hand to those who had appeared on 
the program earlier. "Warriors against pleasure," he called 
them. Certainly the composers of TV’s cigaret jingles would 
concur. But not, one guesses, the American Cancer Society. 
* * * 

Thp program brought immediate charges of “misrepre 
sentatjnn!' from George V Allen'Jr., president of the Tobacco 
■ Research Institute in Washington. 

In a telegram to CBS President.Frank Stantbn, Allen said: 

“The excerpt used from my interview is badly out of 
context. ... I had no notice that this program was to he 
oriented to the young, beginning smoker. Yet this is the 
' only subject on which I am quoted. 

‘The range of suspects in lung cancer has.increased con¬ 
siderably as scientists have gone deeply into this complex 
problem" Allen continued. 

"The most crucial point is that the program, as presented, 
does not represent, the balanced review of the charges against 
smoking foiecast by those at CBS who sought and got our 

cooperation." 
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Paring his remarks to the bone (no easy task), Dichter 
feels that smoking is a tranquilizer, a reward, a basic pleasure 
going back to breast-feeding and, finally, "a form of mild 
neurosis.” 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jqnkOOOO 



